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Why.Study Revelation 127

e It outlines dramatic, earth-quaking events of extreme
Importance in the divine plan, that would forever re-shape
the course of history

* It contains practical exhortation and warning for disciples
living during those events and for disciples today

e It explains how the “Man of Sin” of 2 Thess. 2 would be
revealed

e |t Is the source of false beliefs in Christendom
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The Key Players The Woman

The Man-Child




The Dragon shares many similar feature to that of Daniel’s
4t Beast (Symbolizing the:Roman Empire)

The language Is also used by both Peter & Paul to describe
pagan Roman Empire

— Compare Rev. 12:4,9,10 with 1 Pet. 5:8 & Eph. 6:8-9

Dragon — Ezek. 29:3 — used initially of Egypt, later
conquered by Roman Empire & used as symbol of R.E.

Serpent — Gen 3:15 — Pagan R.E. bruised Christ’s heel

Red = flery — pagan generals carried fire ahead of them
Into battle as offering to the gods

7/ heads = location identified as Rome (Rev. 17:9-10)

Heads Crowned — (rather than 10 horns) Symbol of kingly
or imperial dignity




The Woman of Revelation 12

Woman: Representative of the Christian Community

(both true & False)

The Woman in Glory (12:1):
» Clothed with the sun

 Clothed with imperial favour
* Moon under her feet

« Pagan religious system under her subjection
e Crown of 12 stars on head

» Awarded political ascendancy and honour through her
military achievements




The Woman of Revelation 12

Rev 12:2,5
“And she being with child cried, travailing in
birth, and pained to be delivered...
“And she brought forth a man child, who
was to rule all nations with a rod of iron...”

 Christian community pregnant with iniquity (2 Cor. 11:2)

» Gives birth to a man-child




Who Is The Man-Child?

* He is to rule all nations with a rod of Iron (v5)

 He is caught up to God and to his throne (v5)

* He is given the name Michael (meaning: Who is like God) — v7
« He commands angels (v7)

* He wages war against the dragon (pagan Rome) and casts him
to the earth (i.e. out of the political heavens) — v7-9

« He conquors in the name of Christ (v11)

» He establishes a Kingdom of God on earth (v10)

N GIRSTANTINE




(INSTANTINE

Full Name: Flavius Valerius Aurelius Constantinus
AKA: Constantine the Great, Constantine |, Saint Constantine
Born: Feb. 27, 272 Father: Constantius Flavious

Death: May 22, 337 (66yrs) Mother: Helena

Notable Achievements:

 First Christian Roman Emperor

» Overthrew Pagan Rulers in name of
Christendom

» Reversed Persecutions of Diocletian

« Signed Edict of Milan (313) giving religious
toleration

* Re-united the Empire under one head

» Transformed Greek colony Byzantium into
new imperial residence, Constantinople




Constantine’s Rise to Power

V2 — Pregnant woman travailing in giving birth and pained to be delivered

V4 — Dragon stands ready to devour woman’s child when it was ready to
be delivered

V5 — Woman gives birth to the man-child

V5 — Child caught up to God and to His throne

V6 — Woman flees into wilderness

V4 — Dragon’s tail draws 1/3 of stars of heaven
and casts them to the earth




The Empire In the time of Constantine

<285 AD Emperor: Diocletian
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The Empire In the time of Constantine

285 - 293 AD Emperor: Diocletian

“Each emperor would have his own court, his own military and administrative faculties, and
each would rule with a separate as chief lieutenant. Maximian ruled in the
West, from his capitals at ( : ) or Augusta Treverorum ( : ),
while Diocletian ruled in the East, from ( : ). The division was merely
pragmatic: the Empire was called "indivisible" in official panegyric, and both emperors could
move freely throughout the Empire.”

S

Maximian Diocletian




The Tetrarchy — Rule of 4

293 AD Emperor: Diocletian

Augustus:
Senior
Emperors

Caesar:
Junior
Emperors




Great Persecution of Christians, immediately prior to
Constantine’s Political Birth:

Rev 12:2
“And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be
delivered.” (KJV)

“She was pregnant and cried out in pain as she was about to give
birth.” (NIV)

.

Constantine went to serve in Diocletian’s Court in
anticipation he would be made Caesar; He was there during
the Universal Christian persecution beginning in 302/303.




Caesar:
Constantius

Caesar:
Galerius

Augustus:

Diocletian
Augustus:

Maximian

304/5 — Diocletian & Maximian step down
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Augustus:
Constantius

Caesar:
Maximinus

Augustus:
Galerius
Caesar:
Severus I

306 — Constantius dies of illness; army “forces position of
Augustus” upon Constantine. Sends picture of himself to

Galerius robed as Augustus — an enraged Galerius makes
him Caesar.




Caesar:
Constantine

Caesar:
Maximinus

Augustus:

Galerius
Augustus:

Severus Il

306 — As Caesar, Constantine declared end of Christian
persecution in West & invested heavily in infrastructure and
expanding his territory.
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Constantine

Licinius

\ Maximinus

Maxentius

311 — Maxentius declares war on Constantine for revenge

312 — Spring — Constantine invades Italy — some faught,
others opened their doors (Milan).

Conflict resulted in the Battle of Milvian Bridge




The Battle of Milvian Bridge



The Battle of Milvian Bridge

337AD



Result: The Birth of Constantine

Rev 12:5
“And she gave birth to a son, a male child who is to rule all the
nations with a rod of iron; and her child was caught up to God
and to His throne.” (NAS)




The Woman of Revelation 12

 Christian community pregnant with iniquity

e Gives birth to a man-child

Period of Pregnancy (279 day/years)

< »
|‘ 'l

33AD 312AD
— Day of Pentecost — — Constantine Enters Rome —
Beginning of Political Birth of Constantine

Christian Church



Constantine Caught Up To God

Rev 12:5-6
“and her child was caught up to God and to His throne.” (NAS)




The Woman Persecuted

Rev 12:5-6
“And the woman fled into the wilderness where she had a place prepared
by God, so that there she might be nourished for one thousand two
hundred and sixty days.” (NAS)

Donatists




The Dragon’s Tall



War In Heaven

Goth mercenaries Pagan
Franks labarum
Battle of
Adrianople Battle of the Hellespont

Battle of Chrysopolis




War In Heaven



Now Is Come Salvation

Rev 12:10-12
“And | heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength,
and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our
brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. And
they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony;
and they loved not their lives unto the death. Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and
ye that dwell in them...”




The Protestant Woman



The Christian Community



The Woman Flees Again

Rev 12:14
“And the two wings of the great eagle were given to the woman,
In order that she might fly into the wilderness to her place, where
she was nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the
presence of the serpent.” (NAS) l




A Change In the Dragon / Serpent

Rev 12:14
“And the two wings of the great eagle were given to the woman,
In order that she might fly into the wilderness to her place, where
she was nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the
presence of the serpent.” (NAS)

Pagan

Christian

» Pagan elements were adopted
into Christendom

» The very characteristics of the
dragon were continued by
Constantine — Persecution,
Deception

* The dragon throne was adopted
by Constantine in Byzantium /
Constantinople



The Earth Helps The Woman

Rev 12:15-16
“And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman,
that he might cause her to be carried away of the flood. And the earth
helped the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up
the flood which the dragon cast out of his mouth.”

» Water as Flood — symbol of invading army (Isa.8:7; Jer.46:7-8)

* The Earth — the common people (as opposed to the political heavens) standing
up for liberties and freedoms of the people



Lessons For Disciples Today
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